The Universal Provider

maid, and afterwards as a lady clerk in a brewery in
Romford. But after only a few months in this latter
situation she applied for an engagement as shop
assistant in Whiteley's, where she was given a job in
the toy department. Like the other girl assistants, she
e lived in * at the firm's lodging-house, and in the course
of her duties she attracted her employer's attention
because of her good looks. Whiteley soon commenced
to pay his new employee attentions, such as taking
her out driving and giving her presents. Louisa, or
" Louie " as her friends and admirers called her, was
evidently a girl of spirit. She had the courage to tell
the Universal Provider that she thought the scarlet and
gold liveries in which he dressed his coachmen and
footmen too loud; and Whiteley was so impressed that
he changed them, and at her suggestion substituted
plain black liveries.

Sooner or later George Rayner and William White-
ley discovered that they had formed attachments to
two sisters, and thereafter they frequently paid their
addresses together. Apartments were taken in the New
Steyne, Brighton, whither the two girls with their
lovers would go off at week-ends. It was a gay life,
and all went smoothly until Mrs Whiteley's suspicions
began to be roused; she became convinced that her
husband was unfaithful to her. According to her own
account long afterwards, matters came to a head in
the spring of 1881, when, in consequence of a chance
remark, a quarrel broke out which resulted in Mrs
Whiteley's, at the end of July, taking the step of
suddenly leaving her husband's house at Finchley and
going, together with her younger children and their
governess, to stay at Folkestone, where her eldest boy